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The Environment Seminar

Introduction


The meeting on the environment attempts to show amongst other things that environmental problems affect everybody and that all nations are called upon to tackle these problems. The environment as a political issue is no longer the domain of small campaigning groups but has become of considerable significance in the political mainstream.

You are asked to divide into three groups and for each group to consider one of the following issues:

Group 1: Controlling Pollution

Group 2: Sustainable Development

Group 3: International Regulation and Control

Group 1: Controlling Pollution

It could be argued that the air and the oceans belong to everybody and that they should therefore be collectively monitored and their standards maintained/improved in the interests of all people.

Seminar preparation

The websites below look at the problems of controlling pollution. The contents of these sites have been summarised under the following headings:

· The main aims of the environmental group

· The main policies of the group on combating pollution

Take a look at the summaries and select two of the issues from each site (4 issues in total) to explore in greater detail. There are two selections you can choose from.

Please take note of the reasons you chose to look at the particular issues. You will be asked about this in the seminar. 

Visit the sites, take notes on each issue and consider how this material could help you to answer the question:

What should be done to tackle the problems of pollution?

Selection 1

http://www.peopleandplanet.org.uk/
People & Planet is a UK-based student network with the following aims:

· To protect and improve the environment

· To promote environmentally safe products and services

· To prevent climate change 

· To reduce poverty, for example by campaigning for debt relief to poorer countries 

· To promote trade justice and Fairtrade; challenging unfair rules

· To work for universal AIDS treatment through cheaper generic drugs

· To protect human rights through pressure on abusive regimes

· To tackle causes of war by control of the arms trade

· To promote ethical practices by corporations and large investors

On combatting pollution control  the policies of People & Planet are:
· That organisations and individuals – and universities particularly - should be encouraged to cut down on consumption, waste and pollution 

· That environmentally-friendly alternative products and services should be promoted

· That less-polluting transport methods should specifically be encouraged

· That environmental and biodiversity improvements should be made

· That practical steps should be made towards climate change prevention
Selection 2

www.worldbank.org/nipr/
What are the main aims of the site?
· NIPR- stands for New Ideas in Pollution Regulation
· The World Banks Economics of Industrial Pollution Control research team maintain this site and this site is a part of the World Bank's research program.

· They conduct research in order to develop a database that can estimate the amount of pollution that is in the environment already. 

· It aims to display on maps where the industries are and where they lie in relation to other environmental features such as rivers. Also its relation to roads and houses.

· It aims to increase people’s awareness on the ever-increasing issue of pollution and the damage that it is causing to our environment. It includes work and research conducted by other policy-makers, researchers, activist and so forth.

Policies on combating pollution

· Land policies for growth and poverty reduction

· Globalisation, growth and poverty

· Greening industry

· The World Bank has developed a database and approach to estimate the amount of industrial pollution and cost of abatement based on available indicators of industry scale.

· GIS (geographic indication systems works with data designed to position all industries that are here already. It uses spatial and geographic co-ordinates and creates maps that pin point where each industry is and its relation to roads, houses, rivers etc.

· Ways to combat climate changes in the environment (this is in the topic section under environment on the website)
· Environmental policies and institutions
· Land management 
· Pollution management and environmental health 
· Water resources and management
· Other environment and natural resources management
Group 2: Arguments in favour of sustainable development

Many environmental groups argue in favour of sustainable development and claim that political decisions should take into account environmental factors as well as the traditional emphasis upon the economic and social dimensions.

Seminar preparation:

Using the sites below, outline the main arguments made in favour of sustainable development and so that you can address the following question:

To what extent should political decisions take into account the importance of sustainable development?

Please take note of the reasons you chose to look at the particular issues. You will be asked about this in the seminar.
Selection 1

Earth Pledge- http://www.earthpledge.org/
-Earth Pledge is a non-profit organisation based in America. It seeks to restore the balance between human and natural systems, with the aim to make the world ‘a healthier and more beautiful place for us, and for future generations’

-The group promotes innovative techniques and technologies that will inspire and facilitate a global transition to sustainability. 

Current initiatives include:

-The vegetated or eco-roof: 

With the aim to prevent storm water runoff pollution, lower urban temperatures, and improve air quality in New York, the Earth Pledge supports the idea of city roofs which accommodate vegetables, shrubs, and trees. The group see the development as an important way to address some of the critical ecological problems of urban life and allow cities to grow whilst protecting the sate of the future environment.

-Waste = Fuel
Earth Pledge’s Waste=Fuel initiative aims to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions produced by urban, rural, and commercial organic waste, while supporting the development of a new source of renewable energy. 

-Farm to table:
The Farm to Table programme seeks to provide consumers with information that urge them to buy sustainable and local products and to inform the growers about innovative sustainable agriculture techniques and technologies that can help their farming operations be more sustainable and profitable.

-Future Fashion
By promoting renewable, reusable and non-polluting materials This initiative shows how clothing can be sustainable.

WWF UK- https://secure.wwf.org.uk/ 

The WWF, the ‘global environment network’, believe that we need to put a stop to the decline of the planet's natural environment and build a future environment where humans and nature exist in harmony. They aim to do this by:
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conserving the world's biological diversity.
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- ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources 
is sustainable;
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-reducing pollution and wasteful consumption.

The WWF are concerned about the harmful effects our homes and lifestyles have on the environment, everyday activities we engage in inside and out of our homes produce high level emissions of gases that cause climate change. The organisation is

exploring ways which might promote awareness of energy efficiency. At the moment the WWF is developing a campaign which aims to create one million sustainable homes in the UK. These homes have considerably less impact on the environment and make it easy for people to live in an environmentally friendly way.

Friends of the Earth- http://www.foe.co.uk/index.html
Three beliefs summarise what the environmental campaign group ‘Friends of the Earth’ is about:

1. The planet must be taken care of by making sure we reduce levels of pollution and use less energy. We must ‘live within the limits of the natural world’.

2. To protect our environment and its future, it is our duty to make sure we meet our needs and everyone has a fair share. 

3. The economy should consider the alternatives that focus on quality of life and securing a safe environment for the future.


They value the idea of the means as well as the ends – meaning they will not compromise their principles: 

· Where the law is concerned, they always work within it but use campaigns to change it. Work within the law - campaign to change it. 

· They are independent from political parties. 

· They refuse to accept any funding from large companies.

Greenpeace- http://www.greenpeace.org/international/
Greenpeace, an independent, campaigning organisation, uses ‘non-violent, creative confrontation to expose global environmental problems, and force solutions for a green and peaceful future’. Their objective is to protect the Earth’s ability to nurture all forms of life.

-Some of Greenpeace’s campaigns include:
- Promoting safe and sustainable trades 

-Preserving oceans and ancient forests.


- The promotion of renewable energy and the abolishment of fossil fuels and toxic chemicals. 
Greenpeace has strong views on the matter of funding. The organisation maintains that they do not allow any funding by any means from governments, corporations or political parties. Neither do they accept any form of donation that could affect the independence, aims, objectives or integrity of the group.

Selection 2

Greenpeace - http://www.greenpeace.org/international/ 

· Stop climate change 

· Save our seas 

· Protect ancient forests 

· Say no to genetic engineering 

· Eliminate toxic chemicals 

· End the nuclear threat 

· Encourage sustainable trade 

· Abolish nuclear weapons

Friends of the Earth - http://www.foe.co.uk/   

· Climate (climate change, green energy, anti-nuclear power)

· Global Trade

· Corporates (bad business, challenging corporate power)

· Food (green farming, anti-GM)

· Waste (pro-recycling, anti-landfill, anti-incinerator)

· Transportation (reducing the impact of person and goods movement)

· Biodiversity (protecting wildlife habits)

Rainforest Action Network - http://www.ran.org/ 

· Global Finance (ending destructive investment)

· Sustained Growth

· Zero Emissions

Sierra Club – http://www.sierraclub.org/ 

· Building Better Communities

· Clean Energy

· Exercising Democracy and Human Rights

· Protecting Nature

· Fighting for Global Justice

· Clean Water Supplies

· Global Population

· Responsible Trade

Group 3: International Regulation and Control

It is often the case that wealthy countries are reluctant to regulate their use of finite resources because they fear that this would have a detrimental impact upon their own economic prosperity.

Seminar preparation

The sites linked below illustrate the opinions of the wealthy American and European nations on international environmental agreements. Below these sites, you will find some bullet points that:

· Support international regulation and control of environmental conditions 

· Argue against international regulation and control of environmental conditions

1. Take a look at these bullet points and note which of the arguments (and points) you find the most convincing. Please state why. (Please take note of the reasons you chose to look at the particular issues. You will be asked about this in the seminar).

2.  Select one of the sites and consider the difference between the values you support (the answer to the question above) and those outlined in the site.

Take notes so that you can address the following question:

What role should the international community have in monitoring

 and regulating the environment?

Selection 1

American Council for Capital Formation (ACCF)

http://www.accf.org/publications/testimonies/test-impactkyoto-march25-1999.html
Adam Smith Institute

http://www.adamsmith.org/index.php/think_piece/more/oil_price_is_a_sign_of_global_health_for_the_environment/
Institute of Economic Affairs

http://www.iea.org.uk/issue.jsp?ID=5
Ross McKitrick – University of Guelph

http://www.uoguelph.ca/~rmckitri/research/australia.pdf
American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research

http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.19348,filter.all/pub_detail.asp
Cato Institute

http://www.cato.org/research/nat-studies/index.html
Arguments in favour of international regulation and control of environmental conditions

· Measures to curb carbon dioxide emissions are crucial as these emissions are causing global warming

· Global warming will cause the ice caps to melt resulting in higher sea levels,

this will lead to the flooding of low-lying areas.

· Global warming could cause a shift in weather patterns rendering the current level of crop production in certain areas impossible.

· An increase in temperatures would have the effect of increasing precipitation, this could result in an increase in the number of serious storms.

· Hurricanes and more extreme weather may increase as temperatures increase.

· Further increase in carbon dioxide levels would increase the acidification of the world’s oceans, this may affect fish, coral and plankton levels.  

· Global warming may affect the path of the Gulf Stream, which would have serious consequences for some multiple nations.

· Global warming itself may trigger events that in turn may increase global warming even further, such as the melting of permafrost peat bogs, which would release more methane into the atmosphere.

Arguments against international regulation and control of environmental conditions

· The effects of global warming are benign or even beneficial, and certainly not harmful to the planet.

· Global warming is the result of natural solar changes and not ‘man-made’, therefore no action is required.

· The cost to the business community, the economy and to people’s standard of living of mitigating global warming is too large for it to be feasible.

· Global warming is actually within normal fluctuations and not due to any phenomena, natural or man-made.

· Future increases in levels of global warming are too small to warrant the drastic measures of Kyoto and other climate change treaties.

· International treaties are unfair to the US and developed nations, as they don’t place enough emphasis on tackling big emitters from the developing world such as China and India.

· A fringe theory is that the Kyoto protocol and other international agreements are a socialist conspiracy to transfer wealth to the developing nations.

Seminar activities

Activity 1

You will be asked to comment upon why you chose to concentrate upon the issues you selected. Is it because of ‘importance’ or ‘interest’?

Activity 2

Working in your groups, see if you can reach agreement and/or answer the following questions:

Group 1: What should be done to tackle the problems of pollution?

Group 2: To what extent should political decisions take into account the importance of sustainable development?
Group 3: What role should the international community have in monitoring and   regulating the environment?

Each group should communicate its findings to the seminar group. Each group can choose how they will do this.

Activity 3

If you only had the resources to address and tackle one environmental problem, what would it be and why?
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